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Current appointments 
Since 2019    University of Lucerne, Switzerland, Faculty of Health Sciences and Medicine 
     Full Professor of Health Sciences and Health Policy 
     Founding Chair, Faculty of Health Sciences and Medicine 
     https://www.unilu.ch/en/faculties/department-of-health-sciences-and-medicine/ 
Since 2017   Co-Director, for Rehabilitation in Global Health Systems, WHO Collaborating Center  
Since 2005   Director, Swiss Paraplegic Research, Nottwil 
     https://www.paraplegie.ch/spf/it/ 
 
Education 
2017     Postgraduate Certificate in Asian Art (Islamic Art Module), SOAS University of London, UK   
1996     PD for Physical Medicine and Rheumatology, University of Zurich, Switzerland 
1992–1994   MS in Health Policy and Management, Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, USA 
1992–1994   Diploma in Biostatistics and Epidemiology, University of McGill, Montréal, Canada 
1978–1984   Medical School and Doctorate in Medicine, University of Berne, Switzerland 
 
Medical boards 
Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine:  Swiss board 1990, German board 1999, European board 2000 
Rheumatology: Swiss board 1995 
 
Previous appointments  
2009–2019   University of Lucerne, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Lucerne, Switzerland 
       Full Professor of Health Sciences and Health Policy 
       Founding chair, Division of Health Sciences and Health Policy,  
1999–2009   Ludwig Maximilian University, Faculty of Medicine, Munich, Germany 
       Full Professor of Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine 
       Chair, Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
       Head, Institute of Health- and Rehabilitation Sciences 
       Founding director, ICF Research Branch, in cooperation with DIMDI (WHO CC) 
       Co-founder, Max von Pettenkofer School of Public Health 
1996–1999   Head of the Institute of Physical Medicine, University Hospital, Zurich, Switzerland 
1994–1996   Attending physician, Department of Rheumatology, University Hospital, Zurich, Switzerland 
1992–1994   SNF Research fellow, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Harvard Medical School, Boston, USA 
1985–1992   Residencies in Leukerbad (Clinic for Rheumatology), Sursee (LUKS, Internal Medicine), 
       Bellikon (SUVA, Neurorehabilitation and Physical Medicine), Brissago (Clinica Hildebrand) 
       and Zurich (University Hospital, Rheumatology) 
 
Teaching and curriculum development 
Teaching experience in medicine and in the health sciences at three universities since 1996  
2009: Development and implementation of the PhD Program in Health Sciences (in English) 

https://www.unilu.ch/en/study/study-programmes/doctoral-studies/department-of-health-sciences-and-
medicine/phd-in-health-sciences/ 

2011: Development and implementation of the Master Program in Health Sciences (in English) 
https://www.unilu.ch/en/study/study-programmes/masters-degrees/health-sciences-and-
medicine/master-in-health-sciences/ 
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Publications 
Consistent publication of peer-review articles in the leading journals of the relevant fields  
According to Semantic Scholar the H-Index currently is 94.   
 
Current research grant 
Swiss National Science Foundation, NRP 74 Smarter Health Care  

ICF StaRS (Standardized Assessment and Reporting System), 2017-2022 
http://www.nfp74.ch/en/projects/healthcare-across-sectors/project-prodinger 

 
Current institutional grants 
swissuniversities  

Funding of the Swiss Learning Health System hosted by the University of Lucerne and involving 7 
Universities and Universities of Applied Sciences across the 3 Swiss language regions 

Swiss Ministry of Education, Innovation and Research  
Funding of Swiss Paraplegic Research (SPF) as a research structure of national importance according 
to Article 15, RIPA (Federal Act on the Promotion and Innovation) 

 
Scientific platforms 
Center for Rehabilitation in Global Health Systems, WHO Collaboration Center: Founding Director 
https://www.unilu.ch/en/faculties/department-of-health-sciences-and-medicine/sections-centers-research-
units/center-for-rehabilitation-in-global-health-systems/ 
ICF Research Branch (in collaboration with WHO): Founding Director, https://www.icf-research-branch.org/ 
Swiss Learning Health System: Founding Chair, https://www.slhs.ch/en/about-us/ 
Swiss Spinal Cord Injury Cohort Study: Founding Chair, https://www.swisci.ch/it/ 
International Spinal Cord Injury Study: Founding Chair , https://www.swisci.ch/en/home-insci 
 
Selected current appointments in scientific organizations 
Academy of Medicine of the National Academies, USA: Member  
World Health Organization: Member of the Medical and Scientific Advisory Board for the ICD  
Frontiers in Rehabilitation Sciences: Founding field editor  
International Society of Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine: Council of Past Presidents 
PRM Section and Board of the European Union of Medical Specialists: Expert 
European Academy of Rehabilitation Medicine: President  
 
Honorary memberships, lectureships and awards  
Honorary member of the Italian and Portuguese Societies of PRM 
Olle Höök Lectureship by the Journal of Rehabilitation Medicine (2015) 
Sidney Licht Lectureship of the International Society of Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine (2005) 
Joel de Lisa Lectureship of the Association of Academic Physiatrists, USA (2005) 
George Burniston Oration Lecture, Royal Australasian College of Rehabilitation Medicine (2001)  
Hirzel-Callegari Award for the internet-clinical quality management program “Rehab-Cycle” (1999) 
Jean- und Linette Warnery Award, Swiss Society of Rheumatology (1996) 
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