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Academic profile: 
Verheyden holds a PhD in Rehabilitation Sciences and Physiotherapy (KU Leuven 2006) and is since 2011 Stroke 
Rehabilitation Research Lead (Professor since 2021) investigating sensorimotor assessment, recovery and 
rehabilitation. His work is funded through KU Leuven, FWO, Belgian Health Ministry, EU Horizon 2020 and 
international grants, with >130 publications and an h-index of 38. He currently (co-)supervises 1 postdoc and 9 
PhD researchers (6 as lead promotor) and (co-)supervised 5 postdoc and 10 PhD researchers to date. 
 
Verheyden was Belgian PI for the international phase III RCT VIRTUES, evaluating additional virtual reality 
therapy for the upper limb, leading to class I evidence published in Neurology (Brunner et al. 2017). He was co-
PI on an EU Horizon 2020 Eurostars project that developed novel rehabilitation technology for trunk training 
after stroke through a collaboration between academia and industry (Thijs et al. 2021). Currently, he leads 3 
significant projects as lead PI: (1) the provision of a 90-hour intensive motor therapy program combining 
therapy and technology for people with stroke and spinal cord injury in the chronic phase (funded by the 
Belgian Health Ministry – 1,2M euro – 2022-2025); (2) the provision of a specific upper limb rehabilitation 
package in the early subacute phase after stroke (funded by research fund Flanders (FWO) – 1M euro – 2023-
2027); and (3) the provision of a sensorimotor upper limb program combined with a transfer-to-ADL package 
for people in the chronic phase after stroke (funded by KU Leuven – 335k euro – 2023-2027). 
 
Verheyden is executive committee member of the International Stroke Rehabilitation and Recovery Alliance 
(lead: Julie Bernhardt), chair of the Neurorehabilitation committee of the European Stroke Organisation (ESO) 
and he leads the first ESO guidelines on motor rehabilitation after stroke. 
 
 



	

Verheyden is also an enthusiastic educator and currently program lead for the 3-year BSc and 2-year MSc 
programs rehabilitation sciences and physiotherapy, including in total around 1500 national and 50 
international students. His responsibility lies in curriculum optimization and alignment with university and 
faculty educational policy, as well as quality control. 
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